SAANICH TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION
December 2016

S.T.A. in TOUCH
A Newsletter of the Saanich Teachers’ Association -- BCTF Members of Local #63 (Saanich)

Keeping in-touch with the STA is simple; bookmark our website www.saanichteachers.com follow us on
Twitter: @BCTF63 or join us on Facebook: Saanich Teachers’ Association. If you are a new Teacher, please
consider joining the new STA TTOC Facebook page: www.facebook.com/groups/saanichtoc/
-Deryck Ball, STA-In-Touch Editor
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President’s Report
by Don Peterson
Hi Everyone,
I will keep things short this month. There are a few important updates to follow below.
Best wishes to all of you for a great and possibly snowy December. No matter how you celebrate over
December, have a relaxing and safe break.
Don

Curriculum Implementation
At the District level, we have been in conversations about what the Curriculum Implementation activities
should look like this year. The STA representatives on the Joint Curriculum Implementation Committee (JIC),
have been in contact with the School Based Team Leaders. School Based Team Leaders are currently in the
process of surveying their staffs to find out what will best meet their school’s needs for the next Curriculum
Implementation Day. There will be a meeting of the School Based Team Leaders on January 5 th, where we will
be planning for the January 30th, Curriculum Implementation Day.

Living with Balance
A reminder that we will be running the Living with Balance program for 4
weeks, on Fridays, starting January 13th, 2017. There are spaces available, so if
you are interested please let us know. Participants from last year spoke about
how valuable the program was for them.
You can read about the course here, and you can email Jazz/Audrey at
staoffice@saanichteachers.com.

Pay Raise
The Economic Stability Dividend has just been announced. The Economic Stability Dividend guarantees that
each May (2016-19) we will receive half of the positive difference between the % actual growth in GDP and
the % forecasted GDP. This year, it will be 0.35%. While not a lot, it does mean that
an average teacher earning $75,000 will receive an increase of $262.50 in their
annual salary starting May 2017. Also, don’t forget that we will be receiving a 1%
increase on July 1st, 2017.

FSA
In January, Grade 4 and 7 students will be writing the FSA exams. You can expect that our annual FSA
campaign will continue. Despite the BCTF’s call to have student data masked to prevent the data from being
misused, (also known as ranking schools) the government is still refusing to do this for the FSA and next year’s
“newFSA”
The BCTF’s position is that FSA type tests should be random sampled and have the student data masked.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONTINUED

At any rate, these tests are still slated to run next month, and therefore, once again the STA will be preparing
letters to go home to parents through grade 4 and 7 teachers in the first week back in January. Talk to your
staff rep for more details.

AGM delegates
This year will be the 101th AGM of the BCTF. The meetings take place in Vancouver, March 1821, 2017 and transportation, accommodation, meals and childcare for delegates are all
covered. The AGM elects the BCTF Executive, sets the fee for the year, and makes a lot of the
Federation’s important decisions. This year for the first time, Saanich has forwarded motions to
be debated at the AGM. There are also many presentations and social events associated with
the AGM, and the Saanich delegation always has a good time.
If you would like to put your name forward to be a delegate, you can nominate yourself at the STA general
meeting in February. It is helpful, however, for us to know ahead of time how many people might be
interested, so we aren’t scrambling at the meeting to fill our spots. So, if you know in advance that you are
interested, please send me an email at lp63@bctf.ca

Supreme Court of Canada Decision
I hope you all know by now that our 15-year court battle is now over. The Supreme Court of Canada not only
ruled in our favour, but ruled within 20 minutes which may be a record. The position, we thought we would be
in today, is that we would be waiting to find out what the decision would be. We were not anticipating
discussions on how to reimplement the stripped language so quickly after the case was heard.
There are conversations going on between BCTF and BCPSEA. Most of the discussions are confidential at this
point. I will be updating Staff Representatives with some limited confidential information who will then be
able to give schools an update. As decisions are made at the provincial table, I will continue to update you
outside of the STA-in-Touch

Social Justice Report
Social Justice Dates for December
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Professional Development Report
by Holly Mair
Tapestry Conference February 24, 2017
Written by Holly Mair and Jessica Patten
The Tapestry Conference is a cross-curricular professional development day
that offers over 30 workshops for educators K-12 on a range of topics
including First Nations education and the new curriculum, mindfulness in the
classroom, rugby, social justice and more. Join over 400 educators on
February 24th at Esquimalt High School for a day of learning and sharing with engaging
workshops, community tables, and vendors.
The keynote address speaker:
Gerald Taiaiake Alfred will be our keynote presenter. He is a Graduate Advisor & Professor of Indigenous
Governance at the University of Victoria. Taiaiake was born in Montréal and raised in the Kahnawake Mohawk
Territory.
Taiaiake was the founding director of the Indigenous Governance Program
(serving from 1999 until 2015) and was awarded a Canada Research
Chair 2003–2007, in addition to a National Aboriginal Achievement Award
in education. He has written 3 published scholarly books, including Wasáse:
Indigenous Pathways of Action and Freedom in 2005, which was named one
of the most influential books in Native Studies by the Native American and
Indigenous Studies Association in 2010. He is the recipient of a Canada
Research Chair, the award for best column writing by the Native American
Journalists Association, and a National Aboriginal Achievement Award.
Taiaiake's current research and consulting work is rooted in the concept of
Indigenous Resurgence and involves studying the effects of environmental contamination on Indigenous
culture, and the restoration of land-based cultural. He also spent a number of years as a researcher, writer,
negotiator and advisor for First Nations governments involved in land claims and self-government negotiation
processes in his own nation and in British Columbia. He is the father of three sons, who are all Laksilyu Clan of
the Wet'suwet'en Nation.
For more information check out the website for a variety of K-12 workshops to enhance your knowledge and
learn about ways to implement the new curriculum! http://tapestryconference.weebly.com/keynotespeaker.html. Registration will be available in early December.
This day is sponsored by the Sooke Teachers’ Association; Saanich Teachers’ Association; Greater Victoria
Teachers’ Association and School District 61. Their financial contributions allow us to bring these workshops
to you for a bargain price of $55 for a full day of learning for contract teachers and $25 for a full day of
learning for TTOCs and CUPE members. Lunch will be included and will be prepared by the Culinary Arts
students from Esquimalt Secondary School.

*** Register by January 20th and be entered to win an iPad! ***
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Local Representatives Report
by Luanne Marchand & Elaine Ting
BCTF Representative Assembly
The first (of three) Representative Assembly of the BCTF took place in
Vancouver over the weekend of November 4 & 5th.
It was a relatively routine meeting with nothing too controversial on the
agenda. Some quick highlights from the meeting:





Glen Hansman started off by giving an update. He discussed the upcoming election and how many of
our issues in education were election issues and we needed to bring them to the forefront. He also
discussed the BCTF Supreme Court case that was being heard the following week. At the time, he was
discussing how the process would work and stating that we would probably get a written decision
sometime in the Spring – we now know that we actually got a decision from the bench that day!
Delwin Yung presented the Treasurers report – the summary is basically that currently the BCTF is in
good financial standing – making average to good return on our investments. I will not bore you with
all the details, but if you would like to know more please do not hesitate to contact me.
There were two guest speakers – John Horgan (Leader of the BC NDP) and Val Avery (Health Science
Association President). John talked about the upcoming election and that the NDP are supporters of
public education and feel that the Liberals have underfunded education (nothing shocking there). Val
Avery spoke unions raiding other unions and how the HSA has been raided by the BCNU.

If you have any questions about anything in this report or want to know more about how the Rep Assembly
works please do not hesitate to contact Luanne Marchand or myself, Elaine Ting.

TTOC Report
by Mark Morrison
Hello TTOCs and New Teachers,

TTOC Christmas Party
It took a while but the Christmas Party is now a go! Please join us and celebrate the
session. Food will be covered by the TTOC social fund! Plus, we will have some small gifts. All TTOCs are
welcome! Guests are welcome but will need to pay for their own meal. I know this is a busy season but I'd
really love to see a good turn out so please come.
When:
Time:
Where:
RSVP:

Monday, December 12
5:00 pm
Romeo’s – Broadmead Village
mmorrison@sd63.bc.ca or ccowie@sd63.b.ca
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Contest
This month’s prize is a Tim Hortons $20 gift card. Answer the contest question correctly to be
entered in the draw for this prize.

This month’s question: The STA is offering the Living with Balance program again. What is
the start date of this four week program?
Please email your answer to Deryck Ball dball@sd63.bc.ca by Tuesday, January 3, 2017.
Good Luck!

Let’s Get Social!
The STA is getting more and more connected to the world of Social Media. Join us!
Our website is:

www.saanichteachers.com

Follow us on Facebook at:

Saanich Teachers’ Association

Follow us on Twitter at:

@BCTF63

Phone us:

778-426-1426

Our mailing address is:

6843 Central Saanich Rd, Victoria, BC V8Z 5V4

If you have any feedback on this newsletter, or would like to submit an article, please contact: Deryck Ball

-6-

S.T.A. IN TOUCH

December 2016

IMPORTANT DATES FOR STA TEACHERS
1 HR TO FACILITATE PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS RE: STUDENT PROGRESS
DATES
Brentwood Elementary

Nov 9

Nov 10

Mar 1

Mar 2

Cordova Bay Elementary

Oct 18

Oct 19

Oct 20

Feb 9

Deep Cove Elementary

Oct 19

Oct 20

Oct 21

Mar 8

Keating Elementary

Nov 1

Nov 2

Feb 27

Feb 28

KELSET Elementary

Oct 6

Nov 23

Nov 24

Mar 2

Lochside Elementary

Nov 1

Nov 2

Nov 3

Mar 9

Prospect Lake Elementary

Oct 4

Oct 5

Oct 6

Mar 2

Sidney Elementary

Sept 21

Sept 22

Oct 20

Mar 9

Bayside Middle

Sept 15

Oct 12

Oct 13

May 18

North Saanich Middle

Sept 21

Sept 22

Oct 20

Feb 23

Royal Oak Middle

Oct 18

Oct 19

Feb 15

May 25

Claremont Secondary

Sept 29

Nov 24

Feb 9

May 4

Parkland Secondary

Sept 15

Nov 24

Feb 16

May 11

Stelly's Secondary

Sept 29

Nov 23

Feb 15

Apr 27

ALL SCHOOLS (TWO WEEK SPRING BREAK/SCHOOL CLOSURE IMPLEMENTED)

Friday, October 21, 2016

Province Wide

Monday, November 14, 2016

School Based

Monday, January 30, 2017

Curriculum Implementation

Friday, February 24, 2017

Tri-District

Monday, March 6, 2017

School Based

Friday, April 28, 2017

School Based

Monday, May 8, 2017

Ministry Priorities

LAST DAY OF CLASSES: THURSDAY, JUNE 29TH, 2017
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