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It is appropriate to use your professional development fund to purchase resources for
professional development.  The first and most important thing to know is what is considered a
professional development resource?  To answer this question, it is helpful to review the three
most common types of resources teachers purchase:  curricular resources, curriculum
implementation resources and professional resources.

What is a curricular resource? These resources are used in the classroom.  They include
things like classroom novels, picture books, classroom videos etc.  These resources usually
come from the Learning Resources budget at the school.

What are curriculum implementation resources? These are resources that teachers need to
implement a new curriculum in the school such as textbooks, novels, videos, picture books etc.
These resources should be covered under article F.11 of the collective agreement.  One
important part of this article is section F.11.7 which clearly states: The Professional
Development Fund will not be required to finance new curriculum implementation.

What is a professional resource? A professional resource is one that informs a teacher on an
aspect of their professional practice.  For example, the book How the Brain Learns to Read
provides teachers with information that will inform the way they teach reading.  These books
should be more than a collection of Blackline masters and should come with some teaching
theory.  Novels and picture books are not reimbursed in this category.

While some resources are easy to categorize, others are not.  For the last six months, we’ve
been in contact with other union locals and we’ve decided to follow the lead of the Sooke
Teachers’ Association and publish a list of professional resources that you can consult before
making a purchase.

To create this list we started with the Sooke list.  We reviewed the titles from their list and added
some of our own.  We have begun adding resources that we’ve recently approved and we will
continue to do this throughout the school year.  The goal is that we have a “living list” that
evolves over the school year.

We see some great benefit to this.  First and foremost, this will ensure that titles that are
approved at one school are approved at all schools.  We see this as an important step in being
open and transparent and creating a fair process.  Second, this list could be a good starting
point for teachers who might be looking for a professional resource.

The list is alphabetized by title.  Please be aware that it is still your responsibility to research a
title to ensure it will meet your needs.  Just because one teacher loved it, doesn’t mean you will.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z0msQ2OKjsO44Uc-F7RP6ktT6cV4sESi/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113707411045774949453&rtpof=true&sd=true


We have not reviewed any of these resources, nor are we in the business of ranking or
endorsing them.

If you would like to see a resource added to this list, please email the Joint PD Committee by
sending your email to Maren Chapman (mchapman@saanichschools.ca). We anticipate that we
will be able to add some resources quickly, while others may require a meeting of committee
members for a more thorough review. We hope this will be a positive step in creating a fair and
equitable process for all members.


